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UNLOCKING HISTORY

THE WIDESPREAD USE OF ELECTRONIC LOCKS WE SEE TODAY WAS 
DECADES IN THE MAKING.

The rich history of the door and 
hardware industry is highlighted by 
people and companies that drove 
innovation for decades. Their criti-
cal contributions moved us forward 
into what is now called the door 

-
passing hardware and technology 
in all its forms to ensure life safety 
for everyone.

will commemorate many notable 
achievements.

If you have a notable historical 
Door 

Security + Safety Editor-in-Chief Al 
 arickard@dhi.org or 

RECALLING INNOVATIONS 
IN ELECTRONIC LOCKS
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Art Geringer got an early start in the industry, 
stacking hinges at age 4.

as an Architectural Hardware Consultant 

State Fire Marshal to create a failsafe 

and began manufacturing the FS23 

the engine noise and train whistle also 
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is credited with ushering in the modern 

Art and Mae Geringer founded Security Door 
Controls in 1972.

access hardware controller with six 

+

(A) 
at a 90º angle to the lock mechanism.

(B) In 1983, the EMLock® with its interlocking housing 
assembly became the established industry name for an 
electromagnetic lock.
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